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l 2 linesses and disabilities perceived as hereditary, especially those
o B | affecting mental functions, have long been stigmatized in western
A MEmoin OF [ Sianet S culture. S§till, in the US in the 19th and 20th centuries, the historical
S oy % | J: representations and experiences of families and individuals with
e inherited disorders have varied considerably across different social
““““““ S e locales.

ATICE WEXLER In this Lecture, Dr. Alice Wexler will draw on the example of Huntington's

| £8N .- - disease, a late-onset inherited neurclogical and psychiatric iliness, to
suggest the ways in which both bioclogy and history, including the
eugenics movement of the twentieth century, helped shape the
perception and experience of hereditary disease and disability in the
past, and how this history may offer insights for policy in the present.

Alice Wezxler is Research Scholar at the UCLA Center for the Study of Women,
She is a recipient of the 2009 American Medical Writer's Association Book
Award,
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